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Energy is Separative. Power. Every Energy in the Universe was primordially a mere statical separation of masses, molecules, atoms, or electrical units. If there were no such power as Force, every one of these bodies would have remained for ever apart and immovable. But as forces draw together these mutually attractive material objects, their Energy assumes for a moment the Kinetic Mode. The falling water, the moving glacier, the oxygen rushing to unite with the coal, each pass for a shorter or longer period through the Kinetic stage. As they aggregate, their Energy is given off in some other form of motion, involving separation. But as they move about, they part with this motion in separating other masses or molecules, and the attractive Force soon brings them together again.
And what is the meaning of the Law of Conservation ? Simply this : that the total of statical separation, plus the total of motion, in all particles whatsoever, material or ethereal, is always a constant quantity. In other words, separation can never yield to aggregation without generating an equivalent amount of motion, which itself may pass into separation of some other sort: while, conversely, motion can never cease without generating either an equivalent separation or an equivalent other motion. Thus a body at a height cannot fall without generating an amount of motion proportionate in a known ratio to its mass and height, which motion itself is transferred